NOMAD
NOMAD was founded in 2002 as an independent formation and registered as "association" in 2006. It targets to produce and experiment new patterns in the digital art sphere by using various lenses of other disciplines. The core of the formation consists of designers, engineers, architects, curators and writers. The infrastructure is based on technical and theoretical levels to provide collaborations with affiliations of artists. www.nomad-tv.net
MASA

Vahit Tuna started to make exhibitions on a table in his house. The table looks like an ordinary modern table but it is equiped with new media that he uses as a space for art. The table is especially created for this purpose. Now the table is traveling with its exhibitions and visiting different art institutions in Istanbul. Vahit and Onder Ozengi are the curators of the table on which each two months new exhibitions emerge. They have a plan to find curators in other countries order to franchise the concept. 

www.masaprojesi.blogspot.com
K2 
K2 is an Izmir based, non profit, artists run organization under the auspices of Ayşegül Kurtel  which is active since 2003. It is located the centre of the city and it is committed to developing a broad range of international and national exhibition projects and also presents a wide range of public programs including lectures, seminars, performances, film and video screenings, publications and a studio for guest artists. K2 is the first and only sustainable contemporary art venue in the city of Izmir. It is a self- organized and self-supporting artist organization. K2 organizes approximately five/six large-scale exhibition projects per annum in conjunction with up to 12 smaller projects. K2 offers a platform where art is created, discussed and mediated to the public. There are 12 resident artists studios. K2 offers a guest studio for international artists. It is an important tool to create interaction with the local artists and public.  www.k2org.com

HAFRIYAT

Hafriyat (Turkish for excavation) is an independent art group that has been operational for more than 10 years. It works like a civilian movement around which painters and sculptors that share the same concerns come together. This group exhibited in the most unlikely spaces untill they opened their current space in 2007, publishes catalogues and organizes discussions. It invites other artists but also NGO’s to make mostly socially engaged exhibitions. Even though the group consisted mostly of painters, they were painting with a local concern, the images of the individual and the environment. Hafriyat did not want to succomb to self-censorship. By showing what artists can do when they gather around a common idea, it collapsed the taboo that one cannot exhibit without approaching certain people in the art market. It started the trend of themed or concept shows in Turkey. The Hafriyat team: Murat Akagündüz, Charlie, Antonio Cosentino, the group Extrastruggle, Tan Cemal Genç, Hakan Gürsoytrak, Caner Karavit, Irfan Őnürmen, Eyüp Őz, Mustafa Pancar and Nalan Yirtmaç.

http://hafriyatkarakoy.com/
BENT

Produces a series of artists’ books from Turkey and collects international artists' books. In a country where the art world is quiet limited in terms of infrastructure, book art could be an efficient way to disseminate work and words. http://www.b-a-s.info/index_en.html
CARAVANSARAI
Caravansarai is a project space and meeting point, it organises events, projects, workshops, collaborations and feasts, produces programing for the internet-based, streaming media TV station Caravansarai Istanbul TV: CITV.
Caravansarai is an open investigation into working and being in Istanbul. It is open to individuals of all kinds who are interested to share knowledge and experiences…live through the internet. Caravansarai encourages live practice-led research, involving projects that relate to: 

- interaction in its many forms 

- between people and with spaces and materials.  

- the crossovers between online presence and material life.                                   

- the sharing and documenting of knowledge and experiences                               

- the interrelated potentials between public and private spaces.

www.caravansarai.info

caravansarai.blip.tv
APARTMAN PROJESI

The Apartment Project in Tunel started as an artist run space run by Selda Asal in 1999. It’s a 25 square meter space is located on the street level of a building built in 1904. Rather than a gallery, artists use the space to show collaborative projects. Both the has three big windows of the exhibition space and the room can be used interactively. That the space faces a road frequented by many pedestrians during daytime enables a certain interaction between the exhibition and the passers-by: a dynamic cycle of artists and non-artists viewers. The Apartment Project team : Selda Asal, Gul Kozacioglu, Melis Agazat. www.apartmentproject.com / www.seldaasal.wordpress.com
PiST
Pist, in the pipeline since early 2005, not only has a secure space to play with, but with a year of consideration in hand it had also been well thought through when it opened in 2006. Its main focus is to function as a preparatory space for young artists living and working in Turkey to experiment and exhibit work without being dictated by institutional criteria. It will also host international projects every few months in exchange with a chain of artist-run spaces from around the world. Located in the unlikely, just off-centre district of Pangalti, Pist comprises three ground-floor shops – previously a small supermarket, an electricians and a restaurant. The first transition provides a space that is currently utilized as a site of conversation with the local community, and on Sunday afternoons with any members of the city’s art scene who wish to participate. The initiators of Pist, Osman Bozkurt and Didem Őzbek, don’t expect or desire to change the area in which they are based, but their key aim is to include and communicate with their neighbours. 

The owners of the adjacent premises are offering suggestions for what Pist should or could be – a list that includes among other options - a hairdressers, an internet cafe, a jewellery shop or a kőftesi. Osman and Didem are taking these suggestions on board and adding them to their own list of objectives for Pist in the hope that slowly their reasons for opening and maintaining a not-for-profit art space will be understood and accepted by those living and working around them.

The official program of Pist launched in October 2006 with an exhibition of work by local artists in the Pist 1 space and the infamous touring e-flux video rental project in Pist 2 and Pist 3. In addition to these, a square boxed-in window will contain small one-person projections has been charmingly christened Pist 1/2. In the parking lot in front of Pist ,called PARK, art in public space is shown. 
www.pist.org.tr
IMC5533 

5533 opened in February 2008, with its storefront window gallery, library, artist/curator/art initiative/new media/sound art, and portfolio archives, as an independent space for research, discussion and exhibition of contemporary art. Talks, workshops, public roundtable discussions, and readings taking place in this former shop located in the Istanbul Textile Traders’ Market (IMC) Block No. 5 creates a forum for an interactive review of artistic concepts and practices. In addition to analyzing art’s theoretical context, at 5533, video screenings, performances and exhibitions turn a former business environment into a ‘contact zone’ where visitors from different backgrounds, professions, and communities interact with IMC inhabitants to experience various artistic forms in a non-exclusive and non-elitist atmosphere. 5533 is founded and directed by Nancy Atakan, Volkan Aslan and Marcus Graf. Project Coordinators are Gökhan Toptas, Evrim Vurdu, Ayşegül Akyüz, Yusuf Algül and Hanife Ölmez.                                                                          http://www.imc5533.blogspot.com
Hangar Art Association

Hangar Art Association was founded in October 2006 in Istanbul, by a group of young people aged from 25 to 35. Hangar aims to bring young artists with different actors in the society and provide them a common platform for community focussed work. In addition Hangar seeks to open an independent cultural centre in Istanbul where the disadvantaged young artists can meet with people from different professions and

realise joint art projects for urban development that can contribute to active citizenship and social integration. For more information please visit www.hangar.org.tr

Galata Perform
Galata Perform is active since 2003, in a second floor apartment, in the historical district of Galata. The program is focused on experiments with ‘performance’ in the broadest meaning of the word: it has contemporary visual art, performance art, contemporary -dance and -theatre, video, internet art and new music, as its main ax. It provides an alternative venue for artists where audiences meet marginal and experimental art productions. As the Galata Perform crew, our mission is to create a platform for the production of free, authentic, contemporary thoughts and actions, debating prejudices to activate a peaceful project of the future. 
Galata Perform will be looking for partners interested in generating alternative performance arts, community projects and exchanges. Also for institutions interested in sponsoring such projects, initiatives or institutions or individuals who have experiences with Russia are also interesting for us. www.galataperform.com

Alti Aylik
Alti Aylik opened February 2006 as a democratic project space aiming to foreground communication between artists and everybody who has an interest in contemporary art. As Alti Aylik, we realised two exhibition projects, two screenings and artist talks and a workshop with children on video animation. After three month unfortunately due to its location inside the gentrification zone extending from Galata to Karakoy; we lost the space. Before we moved out we initiated a discussion round titled “Sustainibility of Alternative Art Spaces” to which we invited all the other self initiated art spaces in Istanbul to start a communication on the situation of these kind of initiatives in Turkey. 

After we lost the space Alti Aylik was invited to participate in an exhibition project at Apartman Projesi, organised by Selda Asal. We collaborated with Belgian artist Sophie Nys for this project. Additionally, Altı Aylik was invited by Nüans, an artist run space from Düsseldorf, to contribute to the magazine “PROP-proud to be a VIP” which was actually initated as they had lost their space. The magazine is published in Germany in October 2007.
Alti Aylik re-opened in November 2007 in a new location in Cukurcuma, time-sharing the space with the alternative music/record shop „Deform“. The nature of Altı Aylık is a form of co-existence, not only with the shop, but also as a mediator for collective intelligence. We are questioning various ways of co-existence and offer room for verbalizing and materializing ideas. We understand ourselves to be part of a process rather than focusing on concrete results. We are not relying on a fixed body of people, instead we are taking the risk of shifting roles. 

In order to achieve the highest output of collective intelligence, Alti Aylik has structured by four branches that implement artistic production, the exchange of ideas, visual presentation and roles of assistance. These are İşlik (Atelier) which aims to offer artists to produce new works, Misafir (Guest) has the idea invite artists from different generations to become actively involved in a mutual exchange. Cam (Window) is most clearly shows the double character of the space which is a music/record shop in the day time and taken over by Altı Aylık in the evening. Nevertheless during shop hours one can still find traces of Altı Aylık’s activities. İle (With) is to assist people to initiate and realize projects about issues which are burning for them. Alti Aylik closed the show titled A and B is almost equal at the end of December. It will host a screening program in February and at the same time, we have been working on a project titled “On Produceability” with the collaboration the artist run space Nuans from Dusseldorf.

The Alti Aylik team: Bengü Karaduman, Kristina Kramer, Öykü Özsoy

www.altiaylik.blogspot.com / altiaylik@gmail.com

Siemens Sanat 

Siemens Sanat is a contemporary art centre which was founded in 2003 within the framework of Siemens's corporate social responsibility. From its opening up until 2007 Siemens Sanat, under the curatorship of Marcus Graf, once every two months hosted exhibitions on a variety of subjects especially focussing on experimental and young artists' works. Siemens Sanat, under the framework of the restructuring programme initiated in 2007, now aims to pioneer variety in contemporary art by supporting exhibitions arranged by a variety of curators. Siemens Sanat aims to become an elite platform for young artists and to increase regular visitor numbers through exhibitions in the coming term. Siemens Sanat is located in Fındıklı, a very convenient place to bring together businessmen, academics circle and artists.
http://www.siemens.com.tr/siemenssanat
