The Tbilisi Initiative Prize 

The Dutch artist initiative Orgacom issues a prize of 850,- Lari to groups or duo’s of artists and  designers (possibly combined with other disciplines or studies) that have the most imaginative proposal for an artist initiative in Tbilisi. The artist initiative should aim to create a door for artists to the world outside Georgia on a more long term basis. The topics or themes of the initiative can be anything but it is advisable to create a topic or theme that goes beyond a space where friends can exhibit. The more precise and imaginative an artist initiative is, the more attention it can attract from other art organizations internationally. All students that want to participate in this contest should hand in their proposal next Friday at the NAC. Before Friday they can come to the NAC and talk to Dutch artist Teike Asselbergs about their ideas. Teike will help each group or duo to develop their ideas in the best way possible. She can also provide international contacts or examples if the projects need it. On the opening of the exhibition ‘Georgia here we come!’ the winning proposal will be announced. All proposals will be shown in the NAC during the exhibition and in the Netherlands in the exhibition of Georgian artists in Expodium. The prize money should be spent only on realizing the winning idea in Tbilisi. 

What is an artist initiative?

An artist initiative is a group or duo of artists that run an organization or space. Generally artist initiatives organize exhibitions, help produce work of other artists, or produce work themselves. Sometimes there is a strong concept or theme, political or social engagement, but also esthetic concerns can be the main focus. There are as many forms of what can be an artist inititive as there are artists, although there are certain models that are recognised internationally. The reasons why artists collaborate with each other in this way differ. Some independent artists are not happy with existing art institutions, others work in a situation were there are not enough institutions or spaces to show their art. Artists that form an initiative have more chance to become part of an international network of other artist initiatives and artist-run spaces. Most artist initiatives consist of more than one person because running a space costs time and there are different tasks that need to be done simultaneously like: communication with artists, production, editing of texts, communication with the press and the international network, fundraising, keeping informed about other initiatives that can be partners and archiving the work that has been done, reading and publishing articles in art magazines. 

What is Orgacom?

My name is Teike Asselbergs and together with fellow artist Elias Tieleman I work under the artist name Orgacom (www.orgacom.nl) . Orgacom is an artist initiative which regards organizations as a cultural phenomenon. Through contemporary visual art Orgacom focuses on visualizing the culture of organizations (companies as well as non-profit organizations) and other groups of people (classes, municipal quarters). We have been exhibiting our work as well as the concept of Orgacom in museums and artist-run-centers as well as on location in non-for-profit-organizations, companies and conferences outside of the art world. 

My colleague Elias and I believe that art should be meaningful to other people than ourselves.  That is why we first decide who we want to be our audience and then we design art that is meaningful for that group of people. To find out how our target group thinks about the world and establish empathy with people of the group, we interview between 20 till 50 people individually about what they think is special about their group and about how people communicate with each other. Then Elias and I make 10 proposals  (sketches with a short explanation in text) that each deal with a different topic which are of importance to the group.  Then everybody that is a member of our group is asked to vote for the best of the 10 proposals. After this election the top 3 of the proposals are checked to see if it is possible to realize these proposals within the technical and cost constraints. Finally one or more of these 3 proposals are executed on site.
